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Rivals for Power is a lively and up to date description 
of the power struggle between the president and 
Congress. In it, leading congressional and presidential 
scholars and knowledgeable former public officials 
consider the historical, political, and constitutional 
foundations of conflict between the two branches. The 
authors give practical advice about how to build 
cooperative policymaking between the president and 
Congress as they struggle over major crises in solving 
economic problems and addressing domestic issues 
and the challenges in defense and foreign policy 
making. The book features original academic research 
and practitioner knowledge from the White House and 
the Hill.

This fourth edition includes all new essays with unique 
and critical viewpoints on the role of the president and 
Congress in the policy making process. Many of the 
essays focus on lessons learned about cooperation and 
conflict between the two branches from the Clinton and 
Bush presidencies. The essays include preliminary 
analyses of President Barack Obama's relationship with 
Congress. Because the authors have made major 
contributions as congressional and presidential 
scholars, and have played key roles in Congress, in the 
White House, in the media, and as lobbyists, each 
chapter presents a different perspective. This new 
edition of Rivals for Power is intended for students, 
scholars, public officials, the media, and the general 
public.
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